[The amino acid taurine--physiology and pathophysiology].
In this review, the main aspects of our knowledge of the physiology and pathophysiology of the beta-amino sulfonic acid taurine will be summarized. After shortly considering the chemistry, the occurrence and the metabolism of taurine, the biological functions of taurine in the mammalian organism will be dealt with. With respect to taurine deficiency, this review will be limited to the cat since taurine is an essential nutrient for this species.